Biography of Richard Gunther

Richard Gunther was born in Long Beach, California in 1946.  He received his B.A. in Economics from the University of Southern California in 1968.  In 1970 he received his M.S. and in 1976 he received his Ph.D., both in Operations Management from UCLA.  His Ph.D. minor fields were in Economics and Socio-Technical Systems.  He joined the faculty at California State University Northridge in 1970, originally as a lecturer.  While at CSUN he served 11 years as Chair of the Department of Systems and Operations Management and 2 years as Director of the Business Gateway course.  He has taught courses in operations management, project management, production and inventory control, simulation, and introductory business (the business gateway course).  Currently he is in the Faculty Early Retirement Program (FERP) but still works at CSUN half time.

Dr. Gunther has published in many refereed academic journals such as Management Science, Decision Sciences, the Journal of Operations Management, and the Journal of the International Academy for Case Studies. He has consulted for a wide variety of organizations including the Southern California Gas Company, the City of Simi Valley, and Herb Sheer Construction.  Dr. Gunther has also served several terms as president of the California State University – Production and Operations Management statewide consortium and of the Conejo Free Clinic in Thousand Oaks, CA.  He is currently a member of the Board of Directors of the San Fernando Valley Chapter of the Association for Operations Management (APICS), an international society of over 40,000 professionals in operations management.

Richard Gunther is married to Suzanne Gunther and has two children in their twenties, Lisa and Jason. 
